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INTRODUCTION 

MinView is a web-based service provided by the Geological Survey of NSW, a unit in 
the Mineral Resources branch of the *Department of Trade and Investment, Resources 
& Energy. MinView enables users to interactively view, search and download historical 
and current geoscience and exploration title information via the Internet. 

The MinView Entry Portal provides entry points for users requiring access to 
exploration information about Minerals, Coal and Petroleum; to query Titles 
information; lodge Mineral Exploration Licence applications; request Exploration 
Licence expiry reminders and; download related information. 

MinView allows users to: 

 View image, vector and point data from the departmentôs geoscience and titles 
databases using graphical select, zoom and pan facilities 

 Make Spatial or Text-based queries incorporating links to the DIGS database 

 Download full sets of spatial or image data directly from a dedicated download 
page 

 Make Downloads of spatial data in an ESRI GIS format from a selected area of 
the displayed layers using a map-based query tool 

 Lodge and pay for Mineral Exploration Licence Applications 

 Create and manage Exploration Licence Expiry Reminders 

 Monitor titles-related changes to selected areas of NSW using Email Alerts 

 Display Metadata for each data layer 

 Bookmark views to facilitate returning to the same views using your preferred 
set-up 

 Print a map page 

Use the MinView metadata icon  available from the toolbar in each map view to 
obtain information about each data layer. 

The conditions governing use of this facility can be reached via the Legal link at the top 
of the MinView Entry Portal. 

 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/minerals/geological
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LOGIN 

MinView has two levels of service: one for registered users and one for guest users. All 
users will have access to MinView's text and feature searches; data downloads and 
links to DIGS. 

 

Login as a Registered User 

This option is best for mining and exploration companies who use MinView to correlate 
geology with titles information. MinView provides multiple bookmarks and email alerts 
so that users investigating the potential for exploration in a region can access 
information quickly. 

Registered Users should type their username and password on the left. Your 
username is your email address. You will have a maximum of 5 attempts to login, after 
which your account is locked for a minimum period of 30 minutes and a notice sent to 
your email address. If you have forgotten your password, enter your username and 
click óForgot Passwordô. This will generate an automated email response from MinView 
Reguser informing you of your forgotten password. If you donôt receive an email or wish 
to enquire about becoming a registered user click on the email link on the home page 
and send an email.  

Apply to be a Registered User 

To apply for an account for access to the Email Alert, Email Reminder and Multiple 
Bookmark functions, click on the email link on the home page and send an email 
requesting that we create a registered user account for you. 

To activate your account, we will need your email address as the Username. When 
you first log in, insert your email address under ñEmail Idò, leave the password field 

http://digsopen.minerals.nsw.gov.au/
file://Datamine/pyrite/GeoInfo/OnlineGeo/MinView_2/mv2html/dpi/help/bookmark_help.html
file://Datamine/pyrite/GeoInfo/OnlineGeo/MinView_2/mv2html/dpi/help/emailalert_help.html
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blank and click ñLoginò. A screen will pop up inviting you to enter your password. After 
you have entered your password click the ñLoginò again. 

The department will store your email address on its database solely for activating the 
above services. 

To unsubscribe from these services or to correct your details, click on the email link 
on the home page and send an email with unsubscribe in the subject field. 

Login as a Guest User 

Guest users have access to all of the functions of MinView except Email Alerts, 
Exploration Licence Expiry Reminders and multiple Bookmarks. Guests have access to 
a single bookmark which will require cookies to be enabled. No password is required 

To login as a Guest User, just click the green ñLaunch MinViewò bar at the top left of 
the Log In panel. 

Important Notices for Users 

Browsers 

MinView has been optimised for use on Microsoft Internet Explorer v 6.0.x. Use of the 
application with any other browser or version may result in non-optimal performance or 
lack of functionality. 

Pop up blockers 

If the MinView map page fails to launch or you encounter problems obtaining Views, it 
may be because your browser and/or the Google Toolbar may be blocking pop ups 
from the departmentôs website. To correct this, turn off the Pop Up Blocker or Google 
Toolbar, then re-launch a map view window using one of the entry points on the 
MinView Entry Portal. 

For more information 

For more information or help with the following topic areas contact one of the following 
email addresses: 

For MinView operational queries: minview.info@industry.nsw.gov.au 

For Titles Information queries: tas.info@industry.nsw,gov.au 

For Geoscience Information queries: geoscience.products@industry.nsw.gov.au 

mailto:minview.info@industry.nsw.gov.au
mailto:tas.info@industry.nsw,gov.au
mailto:geoscience.products@industry.nsw.gov.au
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MINVIEW ENTRY PORTAL 

 

The MinView Entry Portal provides a series of links to frequently accessed pages. The 
portal has two panels: the ñWelcome Panelò and ñMenu Panelò. 

In the ñWelcome Panelò, the Registered Users will find their name displayed as well 
as links to any current bookmarks and email alerts that the user has created, and the 
Guest users will have a generic greeting of ñWelcomeò plus a link to a single bookmark 
if it has been created. 

Read the conditions of use and tick the box before proceeding 

In the ñMenu Panelò, there are links to industry-specific map pages. Each page has 

a set of default layers which can be changed by using the Select Layers icon .  

Each of the industry-specific map pages has functions that include downloading GIS 
data via a visual spatial search; a feature display and access to DIGS reports via a text 
search. Bookmarks and email alerts can also be created. 

A Print Map icon  on the toolbar facilitates the printing of the current map view 
including a legend. 

Titles Geospatial View 

This view includes current titles and title applications for the minerals, coal and 
petroleum industries. Also included are current titles by group and title applications by 
group.  



 

MinView user & help guide  6 

To access the Titles geospatial view just click on the link ñTitles Viewò on the MinView 
Entry Portal page.  See More Functions 

Environment View 

This view includes boreholes, titles and title applications providing links to the 
environmental reports held in DIGS 

To access the Environment geospatial view, just click on the link ñEnvironment Viewò 
on the MinView Entry Portal page. 

See More Functions 

Minerals Geospatial View 

This view includes titles and title applications relevant to the mineral industry, mineral 
occurrences, geology, geophysics, topography, boreholes and location of core held the 
department. 

To access the Mineral titles geospatial view, just click on the link ñMinerals Viewò on 
the MinView Entry Portal page. 

See More Functions 

Coal Geospatial View 

This view includes coal titles and coal title applications relevant to the Coal Industry, 
geology, geophysics, topography, coal boreholes and location of coal core held by the 
department. 

To access the Coal titles geospatial view, just click on the link ñCoal Viewò on the 
MinView Entry Portal page. 

See More Functions 

Petroleum Geospatial View 

This view includes petroleum titles and titles applications relevant to the Petroleum 
Industry, gas sites, geology, geophysics, topography, petroleum boreholes and 
petroleum core held by the department. 

To access the Petroleum titles geospatial view, just click on the link ñPetroleum Viewò 
on the MinView Entry Portal page. 

See More Functions 

Links and Download 

The Links and Downloads view opens a page with links to related external data.  
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To access these downloads, just click on the link ñLinks and Downloadsò on the 
MinView Entry Portal page. 

Manage Email EL Expiry Reminders 

The Manage Expiry Reminders link takes registered users to a page where they can 
select current Exploration Licences for expiry monitoring. At periods of 8 weeks and 1 
week prior to expiry, the user is sent an email reminder containing relevant details of 
the Exploration Licence. 

To access the ñEmail Remindersò, just click on the link ñManage Email Remindersò 
on the MinView Entry Portal page. 

Learn More 

Apply for a Title 

This is an online ELA link which takes users to a page where users can apply for 
blocks and units for exploration purposes and pay for them online. 

 

To apply for an exploration licence online, just click on the link ñApply for a Titleò on the 
MinView Entry Portal page. 

Learn More 

Return to the MinView Entry Portal 

To return to the MinView Entry Portal from a geospatial view, click the MinView Entry 
Portal button on your task bar at the bottom of the Window. 
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INTERACTIVE MAPS ð VIEWS, LAYERS AND TOOLS 

The Interactive Map Window is composed of a legend panel on the left, a toolbar 
across the top, an information bar at the bottom and a map view. 

 

Types of Views 

Five types of views are available under current MinView version: 

¶ Titles Geospatial View 

¶ Environment Geospatial View 

¶ Minerals Geospatial View 

¶ Coal Geospatial View 

¶ Petroleum Geospatial View 

In each view, you can query data and receive locality and map sheet information by 
clicking on the screen or selecting an area. Irrespective of which view you are using, an 
Information Bar is displayed at the bottom of the map view screen giving scale, 
longitude, latitude, and map sheet names and numbers. The Tool Bar at the top of the 
view allows you to use various functions. 
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Layers and the Layer Legend 

Display and Add Layers 

The views will open with a set of default layers and a list of layers in the Legend panel. 
A set of layers are common to each geospatial view. They include localities, rivers, 
roads, historical ELs, geology, national parks, declared wilderness areas, units, blocks, 
100K and 250K map sheets.  

Geophysics and drill core information are default layers in all views except Titles. 

Ticking any of the boxes in the Layer Legend makes the layers visible. You may need 
to expand a layer to view its legend by selecting the cross symbol on the right side of 
the Layer Legend panel. 

You can add any of the layers listed below to the legend by selecting the Select Layers 

icon  from the tool bar at the top of the map view. Layers positioned at the top of the 
Legend panel will display over the top of layers lower down the panel. 

Return to Geospatial and Legend View 

If you have created a Bookmark or Email Alert which takes you out of a geospatial 
view,  e.g. óMineral Titlesô, you can return to it by clicking the View State Overview icon 

 and the Show Legend icon  on the tool bar at the top of the screen. 

Categories of Layers 

There are more than 80 layers and sub layers assigned to 7 different categories under 
the current MinView version. 

Geology Layers 

 Statewide Geology 

 Major Geology 

 Major Structural Units 

 Major Geological Boundaries and Structures 

 Geological Maps Combined 

 Data Packages Combined 

 Basins 

Minerals Layers 

 Mineral Drill Holes 

 Location of Mineral Drill Core held by the department 

 Metallic Mineral Deposits 

 Major Industrial Mineral Sites 
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Coal Layers 

 Coal Boreholes 

 Location of Coal Drill Core held by the department 

 Mine Subsidence Districts 

Petroleum Layers 

 Gas Sites 

 Petroleum Boreholes 

 Location of Petroleum Drill Core held by the department 

Geophysics Layers 

 KïThïU 

 Total Magnetic Intensity 

 Gravity ð Isostatic 

 Digital Elevation Model  

 Company Geophysical Surveys 

 Government Geophysical Surveys 

 Geophysical Data Combined 

Title Layers 

 Coal Title Applications ï Current Coal Applications 

 Current Coal Titles 

 Mineral Title Applications ï Current Mineral Applications 

 Current Mineral Titles 

 Petroleum Title Applications ï Current Petroleum Applications 

 Current Petroleum Titles 

 Historical Exploration Licences 

 Current Titles by Mineral Group Number 

 Current Title Applications by Mineral Group Number (Schedule 2 Mining 
Regulation 2010) 

Topographic Layers 

 Built-up Areas 

 Localities 

 Pipelines 

 Rivers 

 Roads 

 General Restrictions 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_reg/mr2003172/sch3.html
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/subordleg+619+2010+cd+0+N
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/subordleg+619+2010+cd+0+N
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 State Forests  

 National Parks 

 Wetlands 

 Declared Wilderness Areas 

 Littoral Rainforests 

 Native Title Restrictions 

 

 Fossicking Districts 

 Mineral Allocations 

 Mining Divisions 

 Mining Reservations 

 

 Cadastral Parcels 

 Parishes 

 Counties 

 Local Government Areas 

 Crown Land 

 Units 

 Blocks 

Mapping Layers 

 1:25K Map Index 

 1:50K Map Index 

 100K Map Index 

 250K Map Index 

 1:1M Map Index 

 State Boundary 
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Tools 

The toolbar at the top of the page includes tools to move around the map page, find 
features and view feature attributes. The tools are described in greater detail in the 
tables below and subsequent sections. 

Navigation Tools ð Zooming, Panning & Toggling 

Navigation 
Tools  

Name Tool Description  

 Zoom In 
Click on map to zoom in. Stays selected until 
another tool is chosen 

 Zoom Out Click tool to zoom out of map 

 Zoom to Window 
Click on map & drag. Map will zoom to the area 
defined by the drawn box 

 Pan Click on map & drag to re-centre the map extent 

 Toggle Overview 
Turns on the overview map showing the location of 
the displayed map extent within NSW 

 View State Overview 
Zooms back to the full extent of a geospatial view 
of NSW 
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Data Tools ð Spatial Query, Text Search & Download 

Data Tools  Name Tool Description  

 

Spatial Query 

 

Selects a map region to query 

Click on a feature or drag a box around a group of 
features to retrieve attributes associated with 
features. Learn More 

 Text Search 

Search for features using a textual search. This 
search will cover all active (displayed) layers over 
the whole of NSW irrespective of the map extent 
currently displayed. Learn More 

 Download Map 
Download shapefiles of the current (limited) map 
extent or a single statewide layer. Learn More 
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Extra Functionality Tools ð Bookmarks, Email Alerts, ELA Online, 

Select Layers, Print Maps & Display Metadata 

Extra 
Functionality  

Name Tool Description  

 Show Legend  
Returns the Layer Legend to the left of the map 
page. Learn More 

 Bookmarks 
Opens the bookmark dialogue box, allowing users 
to create and maintain bookmarks. Learn more 

 Email Alerts 
Opens the email alert dialogue box, allowing users 
to create and maintain email alerts. Learn more 

 ELA Online 

Available only when the map screen originates 
from the ñApply for Titleò link. This link returns to 
the ELA dialogue box on the left of the map 
screen. Note: ELAs can only be lodged on line by 
those entities or companies appearing on the 
Company Drop Down list displayed at the 
commencement of the ñApply for Titleò process. 
Learn more 

 Select Layers 
Adds or deletes layers from the Layer Legend 
panel on the left of the map page. Learn More 

 Print Map 
Generates a printout, with legend, of the current 
map display. Learn More 

 Metadata  
Metadata for all layers appearing in the Layer 
Legend panel to the left of the map view is made 
available via a pop up window. Learn More 
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Spatial Query 

To obtain information about a map region, click on the Spatial Query icon  then click 

and drag on the map view over the area you wish to search. The Spatial Query pop up 
window will be displayed when you release the mouse button. 

 

 

The first 50 features will be listed for each layer ticked on the Layer Legend panel to 
the left of the map view. 

You can view the physical location of a feature or all features via ñViewò links in the list. 
If a link is selected, the feature will be outlined or pinpointed on the map view at the 
closest zoom level to enable the full view. 

If there is textual information available in DIGS relating to the feature, e.g. exploration 
tiles and geophysical surveys, then a link to this information will appear on the feature 
list. Clicking on the links opens a separate DIGS window with the results of the search, 
blue for all reports or green for environmental reports.
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Text Search 

The Text Search icon  on the map view toolbar allows a Text Query. It will do an 

entire state search irrespective of the map area displayed on the screen. 

 

After clicking on the Text Search icon , select the required data layer from the drop-

down list. A set of text boxes relevant to key fields held in the data layer will appear. 
Enter full or partial text strings into one or more of the text boxes then click on the 
ñSearchò bar. This creates an ñandò search which uses all specified text strings. The 
first 50 results of your search will be returned on this page. 

To view the location of any query result on a map view, click on the ñViewò link for that 
record. To view the location of all query results for a data layer on a map view, click on 
the ñView All Featuresò link for the data layer. In either case the current map window 
will display a zoomed view centred on the selected query results which will be 
highlighted. 

If there is textual information available in DIGS relating to the feature, e.g. exploration 
titles and geophysical surveys, then a link to this information will appear on the feature 
list. Clicking on these links opens a separate DIGS window with the results of the 
search. 
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Download Map 

The Download Map icon  on the map view toolbar allows you to download spatial 

data for the current map view. 

Full datasets for the map view will be downloaded provided the area of the map view 
does not exceed 1.5 degrees or 27,600 square km. Refer to the information bar at the 
bottom of the map view screen for latitude and longitude degree changes to help 
measure this. 

Otherwise you can download one layer statewide. The layer you want to download 
must be the first selected layer in the legend. The following pop up windows will 
appear: 

 

If the map view exceeds 1.5 degrees approximately (27,600 square km), the following 
message will be displayed in the Download pop up window: 

The area selected for download exceeds the maximum size allowable. The downloads 
available are: 

Download an area reduced to 0.53% (the highest percentage possible) of the 
selected extent, centred on the original area you selected. Click to start download 
with the reduced extent. 

OR 

Download only the first selected layer e.g. "Mineral Drill Holesò, for the entire 
extent visible. Click to start download for first layer. 

The download process will allow you to save the data in a WinZip file format. 
Some environments may return an "Unknown File Type" message. Should this 
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occur, please continue and make sure the file is saved as a .zip file by adding 
.zip to the file name before saving. 

Turn off your Pop Up blocker to download a map successfully. All downloaded map 
data is in Decimal Degrees of Latitude /Longitude on GDA94. 

Show Legend 

All default layers of a selected view will be automatically displayed. If the Layer Legend 

is not displayed, use the Show Legend icon  on the map view toolbar to display the 

Layer Legend panel. Your customised map views may then be saved as bookmarks for 
easy future access. 
 

Select Layers 

If you need to view layers other than those listed, click the Select Layers icon  on 
the toolbar and select the layers you require from the extensive list. You can 
manipulate your view of the map by toggling on and off those layers displayed in the 
Layer Legend. 

Print Map 

The Print Map icon  generates a printout of the current map view extent. The Print 
Map pop up screen will display: 
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The map view will be printed out with a legend. Enter a title for the map into the box 
provided. Go to the Page Setup and Print Preview under ñFileò on the browser menu 
bar to ensure you are happy with your mapôs appearance. A tip is to check if you 
require the ñLandscapeò orientation. 

Bookmarks 

A bookmark is a way of saving your favourite web page so that you can find it again 
later. 

Registered users can create up to 100 bookmarks, each with its own particular spatial 
extent and set of layers as designated by the user. Guest users can create only one 
bookmark.Create Bookmarks 

Select the view that you want to bookmark. Zoom into the level which shows the 
desired features and add any layers you need. 

When your view is ready to bookmark, select the Bookmark icon . This will change 

the Layer Selection panel on the left to the Bookmark panel as seen below. 












































